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Upon the last mentioned topic Dahle holds substantially the view 
known in this country as the Andover hypothesis. The dilemma is 
clearly presented : If heathen uncalled before death are saved solely 
by obedience to the light actually granted them on earth, then another 
salvation than through Christ must be acknowledged; if, however, 
men are saved only by acceptance of Christ, as the New Testament 
expressly declares, then those who have never heard his name must be 
called by him in the intermediate state. Dahle accepts the latter 
alternative, resting his decision upon the famous passages in Peter. 
But he is careful to state that if once the proclamation of the gospel 
reaches the ears of a man on the earth his opportunity of future pro- 
bation is cut off. Considering the better chance one would have of 
accepting salvation when convinced by actual experience of future life 
and punishment, and especially when preached to by angels or even 
by Christ himself, we cannot help wondering whether, on Bishop 
Dahle's view, it is not a mistaken mercy to deprive men of this better 
opportunity. 

The style of the book is remarkably lucid, and the arrangement is 
orderly. Everywhere it gives evidence that the author is preacher 
rather than scholar. Yet in spite of close literalism and narrow exe- 
gesis, a reader conceives genuine respect and admiration for his 
author's unmistakable sincerity and absolutely unfaltering allegiance 
to biblical authority. A critical scholar will find little in the volume 
to repay study, but for what it aims and purports to be, the book is 
decidedly valuable. W. W. Fenn. 

Chicago. 



The Gospel for an Age of Doubt : Yale Lectures on Preach- 
ing, for 1896. By Henry Van Dyke, D.D. New York : 
The Macmillan Co., 1896. Pp. xii + 457 ; cloth. $175. 

This book is the most serious piece of writing yet done by Dr. 
Van Dyke. Beginning as a series of sermons in his own pulpit ; 
then extended into the Yale lectures for 1896; then amplified into a 
volume for the general public, it has at once the religious fervor of the 
prophet, the didactic quality of the lecturer, and the literary charm of 
the man of letters. The gospel which the author has for the age of 
doubt is essentially the teachings of the Westminster Confession, held 
unequivocally and tenaciously ; yet held so generously, winsomely, and 
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tenderly, that for the average reader this presentation "steals away their 
sharpness ere he is aware." 

The first chapter is a remarkable analysis of the temper of the pres- 
ent age as mirrored in its literature. The questioning, critical spirit 
of the nineteenth century is set forth with a wealth of quotation rarely 
equaled. Through all modern literature, English, French, and Ger- 
man, the author roams, gathering up the sad or passionate expressions 
of doubt, gloom, and pessimism, until his diagnosis of the modern 
world leaves us like Virgil's women of Troy — pontum adspectabant 
flentes. Indeed, it is a little bewildering to meet so many witnesses at 
once, and we hardly know what conclusions to draw when we are car- 
ried through twenty authors in twenty pages, referred at once to Madame 
Bovary and Beyschlags New Testament Theology, and introduced in 
half a chapter to Mrs. Humphrey Ward, St. Augustine, Benjamin Kidd, 
Von Hartmann and The Methodist Review. 

Then the author asks how we shall meet this temper of the age, 
and skillfully shows that science cannot furnish its own remedy, and 
neither philosophy nor a priori theology can furnish the answer. A 
positive gospel is needed ; a gospel which is a fact and force in human 
history and embodied in a personal life. " This presentation of a per- 
son to persons, this is preeminently the gospel for the age of doubt." 
This chapter is full of noble loyalty to the historic Christ ; but Christ 
is the unveiling of the Father. "The first Christians saw what the 
church has always seen in Jesus Christ — a real incarnation of God." 
With no uncertain sound the writer sets forth the deity of Christ. For 
such a gospel the world is now prepared, for modern thought has 
proven the shallowness of agnosticism. But theology must not lose sight 
of Christ's humanity, as it too often has done. The works of Shedd 
and Liddon obscure the real humanity behind metaphysical formulas. 
But in Christ was a real self-emptying, and the'doctrine of the Kenosis 
is in no way at variance with the Scripture ; only a really human Christ 
can be a real Saviour. In the teaching of Christ the idea of the king- 
dom is central, though the emphasis in modern theology is seen in 
Hitchcock's Complete Analysis of the Holy Bible, whose index contains 
one solitary reference to the kingdom of God. Dr. Van Dyke seems 
to make Christ the King. Is this in harmony with Christ's own teach- 
ing? He also represents the kingdom, not as a divine society and 
fellowship, but rather as a school in which Christ is the authoritative 
teacher. Surely, the authority of Christ as a teacher is not identical 
with his doctrine of the kingdom of God on earth. 
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Then in three chapters the author plunges into the three problems 
of Liberty, Sovereignty, and Service. "The modern fatalism is Cal- 
vinism with the bottom knocked out." Determinism is not proven, and 
we are free to accept Christ's clear teaching of the genuine freedom of 
the soul. An age which " has hypnotized itself by its own denials" 
surely needs the clear assertion of Jesus as to human liberty. Yet the 
sovereignty of God also is fundamental in Christ's teachings. His 
sovereignty embraces human freedom, as the ocean surrounds the 
island. Miracles are " rare works, unique, transcendent," but not 
against nature. Evil is self-destroying; as for Satan {pace Westmins- 
ter /) " the day is coming when he must perish," and God be all in all. 

The chapter on Service is a lofty and moving call to the service of 
man. Not equality but fraternity are we to preach, and the only elec- 
tion is an election to bless the world. With fine enthusiasm this thought 
is unfolded until we reach the closing statement, a compact and guarded 
theology in a sentence : "We must enter into life by giving ourselves 
to the living Christ who unveils the Father in the human life, and calls 
us with divine authority to submit our liberty to God's sovereignty in 
blessed and immortal service to our fellow-man for Christ's sake." 

The only dubious feature in the book is the ponderous appendix 
occupying nearly one-third of the volume, consisting of extracts more 
or less weighty, from authors known and unknown, profound and shal- 
low; extracts that are admirable in a commonplace book, but which, 
if relevant, are so discordant as to add more to the "doubt" than to 
the "gospel." Our very admiration for the clear thought and limpid 
style of the author makes us a little impatient when, after a page of 
prophetic fervor, we come upon the inevitable : "See Appendix, note 
66," and our prophet condescends to become the curator of a museum. 
But two-thirds of the volume is by Dr. Van Dyke himself, and will 
help thousands of readers in solving the questions of today. 

New York, N. Y. W. H. P. Faunce. 



The Gospel Message. By R. N. Cust, LL.D. London: Luzac 
& Co., 1896. Pp. xx -f 494 ; cloth. 7s. 6d. 

In this book is distilled the clear thinking of "a humble student of 
the philosophy of missions and observer of the great work in the field 
and the committee room of many churches and denominations in the 
mission fields of the world for half a century." 

Twenty-five years' experience as a magistrate in British India 



